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answers from reverse side

An Optical IllusionThe Diagram of the Eye
Unscramble each part of the eye identified on the diagram.
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Healthy Vision

It this a picture of a vase?  Or two faces 
looking at eachother?  Do you see both?

H A N D O U T
Optical Illusions 

Sometimes your eyes play tricks on you. The pictures on this page are called “optical illusions.”

Optical means vision. An illusion is something that isn’t what it seems to be. An optical illusion is something that 
plays tricks on your vision. Optical illusions teach us about how the eye and brain work together to create vision. 
In our everyday three-dimensional (3-D) world, our brain gets clues about depth, shading, lighting, and position to 
help us interpret what our eyes see. But when we look at two-dimensional (2-D) images that lack some of these 
clues, the brain can be fooled. 

Can you figure out these optical illusions? 

1. Is this a picture of a vase? Or two faces
looking at each other? Do you see both?

Ph
ot

oc
op

y 
fro

m
 o

rig
in

al
 fo

r b
es

t q
ua

lit
y.

2. Which frog has a bigger mouth? Are you sure? Mea
sure to find out. 

3. Is the hat taller than it is wide? 4. Are the up and down lines straight or bent? 
Use a ruler to check. 

H A N D O U T
Scramble and Word Search

Scramble
Unscramble the parts of the eye listed below. Hint: The location of each is shown on the diagram. 

1. dyelie 

2. siir 

3. lpuip 

4. onarce 

5. rsleca 

6. nesl 

7. aclamu 

8. stivorue mhuro 

9. ovafe 

10. pocit verne 

11. drohcio 

12. tranie 
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WORD
SEARCH
Can you find 
these hidden 
words?

IRIS
EYE
RETINA
LENS
CORNEA
MACULA
PUPIL
CELL
NERVE

R A C L I N E R V E
E E Y E Y T E A O Y
R E T N E A C A C C
P U P I L U E C L O
N E S R N Y N O E R
A P I I V A R T N N
E I E S P A N Y S E
M E I V A N I T E A
E A S U O E R T I V
T E C R A C U L A P
O D D U T I E S D A
F L E N L L D L N S
D O R V E A M A L E

Eye-Opening Facts

History Tells
Us…

▲ Abraham Lincoln 
was farsighted and 
had a “lazy eye.” His 
first pair of eye-
glasses cost about 
38 cents.
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▲ 1. dyelie

2. siir

3. lpuip

4. onarce

5. rsleca

6. nesl

7. aclamu

8. stivorue mhuro

9. ovafe

10. pocit verne

11. drohcio

12. tranie

Parts of the Eye

Name Date
(Key # 1 - 516863)

Eye parts
Find each of the following words.

MACULA
EYE

CELL
IRIS

NERVE
RETINA

LENS
PUPIL

CORNEA

L P N L R E T I N E

M U L E C V P A M L

A P U E R C U E A M

C I E E E V E I C L

U L N V I N E L U I

A L E N S R S L L L

C O R N E O I O A P

L C O R N E A S E C

R E T I N A E Y E R

S E L C I L R M L I

macula

eye

cell

iris

nerve

retina

lens

pupil

cornea

Answer Key: Key # 1 - 988931

Healthy Vision
Find each of the following words.

AVOID HAZARDS
BALANCED DIET
BETA CAROTENE
BRIMMED HATS

CAPS
DIABETES
EYE EXAMS
READ LABELS

SAFETY GLASSES
UV EYE WEAR
VITAMIN A
VITAMIN C

ZINC

A L B S P E C V I T A M I N A

E R R E D U S N I B T D N S I

M E I S I R V E I A I L A M C

S A M S A T E E T Z E B A A S

P W M A B E V A Y E A G E X L

A E E L E I I S D E B E M E T

C Y D G T D T Z M L W B I E E

A E H Y E D A D I A A E A E E

I V A T S E M R B N X B A I A

H U T E A C I B I I I E E R D

D A S F D N T E A A I R E L A

S D R A Z A H D I O V A A Y S

I X E S O L C N I M A T I V E

A R B E T A C A R O T E N E A

Z D W S O B S T Z D N D M I V

H A N D O U T
Optical Illusions 

Sometimes your eyes play tricks on you. The pictures on this page are called “optical illusions.”

Optical means vision. An illusion is something that isn’t what it seems to be. An optical illusion is something that 
plays tricks on your vision. Optical illusions teach us about how the eye and brain work together to create vision. 
In our everyday three-dimensional (3-D) world, our brain gets clues about depth, shading, lighting, and position to 
help us interpret what our eyes see. But when we look at two-dimensional (2-D) images that lack some of these 
clues, the brain can be fooled. 

Can you figure out these optical illusions? 

1. Is this a picture of a vase? Or two faces
looking at each other? Do you see both?
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2. Which frog has a bigger mouth? Are you sure? Mea
sure to find out. 

3. Is the hat taller than it is wide? 4. Are the up and down lines straight or bent? 
Use a ruler to check. 

An Optical Illusion




